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theirs were; [83] and that they would die if they did
not execute them. According to this idea, our lives
depend upon the dreams of a Savage; because, if they
dream that they have to kill us, they will surely do
it if they can. I am told that, at another time, one
of them had a dream that to be cured of a disease,
from which he was suffering, he must kill a certain
Frenchman; so he sent for him. When the French-
man entered his cabin, he said to him: ‘““Come near-
er, my brother, I want to talk with you.”” His wife,
who knew the designs of her husband, told the
Frenchman to be on his guard in going near him;
and, in fact, the sick man had placed an axe at hand,
with which to kill him. This shows one of the great
risks that we run here; it does not frighten me; we
may die for God in dying because of a dream.

But to return to our Savage; I asked him if it
would be necessary to execute [84] my dream, in case
I had dreamed that I should kill him. He replied
that his son-in-law’s dream was not bad; and just as
he believed us when we told him something, or when
we showed him a picture, so likewise we ought to
believe him when he told us something that was ac-
cepted by his people. More than that, he was aston-
ished that we, who did not use tobacco, liked it so
much. Finally, we found it necessary to give him
some, taking good care to make him understand that
it was not in consideration of his dream, and that we
would refuse him whatever he asked under that pre-
text. He said he would no longer believe in such
fancies, but that his son-in-law could do as he liked.
This superstition is too deeply implanted in his mind
for him to give it up so easily.

On the 21st of the same [month], I baptized a [85]



